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131. Mi Opinion (1911)
Dara Nix-Stevenson
Luisa Capetillo
Born in Arecibo, Puerto Rico, Luisa Capetillo (1879-1922) was a leader in the political and labor
struggles of the working class. In 1898 at the age of 19, she took Manuel Ledesma as her lover
and conceived a daughter,

Manuela; in 1900, their son Gregorio was born; and in 1911, Capetillo

gave birth to a third child, Luis. Capetillo and Ledesma never married and separated
years. Capetillo's

after three

mother cared for her children while Luisa worked in the textile and tobacco

industries to support the family.

In 1905, while working as a reader at a tobacco factory (reading

books and newspapers to cigar rollers and other workers),

Capetillo first encountered

organizing

efforts in La Federacion de Torcedores de Tabaco (Federation

Capetillo's

life as a mother,

inform the sentiment

lover, factory worker, union organizer,

behind the document,

union

of Tobacco Rollers).

and community

organizer

Mi Opinion, which was published in its first edition in

1911. She died in 1922 after a bout with tuberculosis,

438
Document
Nowadays, all this talk about the "silence and seclusion of woman"
the European woman aspires to public office, to government,
losing her feminine

personality,

nor her motherly

is unacceptable

to administering

and wifely duties.

It is has been said countless times, that women in the public sphere and workplace
ground, jeopardizing

because today

towns, without
would lose

their home, their family and their children!

But those who think in this way forget that the lady of high and well-off
visits friends, museums and theaters,

and dressmakers

position goes to the stores,

and the home is left alone, her children

with the servants or their nannies only. The mothers see their children for only a moment,

they

give them a kiss, and go out again, and this is their daily routine.
Why should one think that home life will be in jeopardy
Is home life not jeopardized
doesn't want to accompany

her husband to the theater,

And isn't the family jeopardized
the home is not jeopardized
development

by women working?

when a woman does not want to breast feed her child, or when she
because she went to church to confess?

when she occupies her day in church, social visits, and strolls? But

when the woman contributes

her talent and activities

to the

of nations.

And the working class woman who leaves her children at home in order to tend to those of the
rich, and who works in factories
The working-class

and workshops,

doesn't she jeopardize

her home?

home, the peasant and his wife, who abandons her home and has no one to

leave behind to care for the children,

and who returns home to find her child burned in an accident,

this home is not in jeopardy?
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So they say it endangers

the household!

It endangers

for men! But this is the home of the wealthy,
But what about the poor home, the working

the family!

class family,

mistaken

It is the highborn

lady:

does it not harm itself? The unhappy

servant or peasant woman who rents herself out to breastfeed
must abandon her own children,

Women are confused,

the family of the aristocrat!

the son of the wealthy

and who

doesn't she suffer? Doesn't she have natural feelings? The poor

woman who must push a cart in the mines, mixed in with male workers,

who goes and comes back

alone, does not become a man. And neither do the women who go off to work the land. No way!
These people are made of bronze, and are tempered
road worker,

by adversity!

The poor wife of a sugar mill or

who only makes 50 or 60 cents a day and who does not make enough to look after

four or six children

whom she has to dress and cannot, so to help out she washes others' clothes

and does odd jobs, and thus leaves her children

unattended,

doesn't she bring harm on herseIP ...

A woman whose husband owns a sugar mill or hacienda and calls herself a Spiritist
should not seek to load herself down with jewelry,

nor make useless purchases.

or Christian

She should visit

the families of her peons, who produce the wealth she and her husband possess and who continue
increasing

it, and observe

beds, and other utensils.

how they live, if they lack items that are useful or necessary,

like chairs,

And she should notice if their roof doesn't leak, and if the inhabitants

live in the house in sanitary

conditions,

that it is sufficiently

can

clean so that she would want to live

there herself.
And if you find opposition

from your husband,

obstacle to your great and just aspirations,
you will see the symbol of ignorance,
Dh woman!

the symbols

Equality, and Fraternity,

symbols

and becomes an

trying to hold on to its power.

You will set a great and dignified

unjust and tyrannical,

if he is cruel and egotistical

do not blame him and do not fear him; because in him,
example

of ignorance,

by breaking

traditional

in order to establish

customs,

which are

the realm of Freedom,

of truth and justice!
438
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I cannot explain why a man always feels he has rights over a woman.
regardless
Although

he has tasted and enjoyed

thinks it perfectly

all types of pleasures and knows of all types of vices, he

by social formulas.

because of our supposed weaknesses

We women have to change this system,

Luisa. "Mi Opinion"

translated

Copyright

these customs.

No woman should

and if men do not want to give up these

upon us the same liberties.

(1911). In A Nation of Women: An Early Feminist Speaks
derechos y deberes de la mujer, edited by Felix V. Matos

by Alan West-Duran.

Reprinted with permission

Rather, this is what we women have tolerated,

we have to transform

practices, they will have to agree in bestowing
Out: Mi opinion sobre las libertades,

and honest.

that we have always been accused of.

accept a man who is not up to her moral stature;
Source: Capetillo,

a young man,

life experience.

natural to form a bond with a young woman who is temperate

This is what has been allowed

Rodriguez;

For example,

of age, always aspires to form a bond with a young virgin without

Houston, TX: Arte Publico Press, 2004, 19-23, 28.

from the publisher

C¢) Arte Publico Press - University

of A Nation of Women by Felix V. Matos Rodriguez.
of Houston.

Analysis
Mi Opini6n is autoethnographic,
birth to her three children
addresses the "silence

based on essays written

and was employed

and seclusion of women."

factory worker and union organizer,
working-class

and affluent

women.

class women who are demoralized
she argues that affluent

by Capetillo

as a factory worker.

during the years she gave

Her opening statement

In her subsequent

arguments!

Capetillo is careful to emphasize

as a working-class

the distinction

between

In Mi Opinion, Capetillo writes from the experience

of working-

by their husbands and lovers for taking jobs outside the home;

women do not face similar demoralization

because they are spared from

taking jobs outside the home to support their families or they have the funds to hire domestic
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workers to care for their children,

which raises problematic

think that home life will be in jeopardy

questions,

such as, "Why should one

by women working?"

Critical Response
Utilizing her voice and the pen, Capetillo condemned the exploitation
parties, religious institutions,
philosophical

tutor and domestic,
a tradesman.

and capitalism.

ideology of her mother,
and her father,

of workers by political

Capetillo's activism evolved from the shared the

Luisa Margarita Peron, a French immigrant

who worked as a

Luis Capetillo Echevarria, a Spanish immigrant

who worked as

Raised as an only child, Capetillo's parents exposed her to a more liberal education

than most young women could receive at the time and encouraged
issues, ideologies, and philosophies.

Ultimately,

open and free debate on many

Capetillo adopted an anarchist

was those ideals that she lived by. She was baptized a Catholic, but rejected
she was not an atheist.

Unlike other anarchists,

Capetillo considered

philosophy,

religion.

and it

However,

herself a good Christian,

although she did not agree with the rigid dogmas and rituals of

439
440
the church. She insisted instead that true Christianity
oppression and exploitation.

was to be found in the eradication

To be a Christian meant that one believed in justice

of

and equality.

Impact and Legacy
Luisa Capetillo was the first Puerto Rican woman to commit to writing

her feminist

ideas and

theories on the rights of women when she published Mi opinion sobre las libertades,
deberes de la mujer como cornpehere
of Women").

Although

herself a feminist,

("My Opinion about the Liberties,

history considers her the first Puerto Rican suffragist,

Capetillo did not join feminist organizations

her efforts to the labor movement,

part of her unionizing
that equitable
opportunities

and she considered

of the day. Instead,

she dedicated

believing that the union was the best vehicle for poor working

women to obtain justice and equality.
pants in public. Moreover,

derechos y

Rights and Responsibilities

In a challenge to the social mores of the time, she wore

she advocated for free and liberal education for all men and women. As

activities,

Capetillo noted that a living wage was a worker's

pay would lead to happier families,

less domestic violence,

right and insisted

and more educational

for children. The focal point of her advocacy was the plight of the female worker.

Capetillo was successful in her organizing
that issues of the private world (family,
with those of the public world (politics,

because she used an intersectional

single motherhood,

strategy,

stressing

and women's status) are intertwined

wages, and education).

Her message was simple-workers

must unite under one banner to defend their rights to dignity and equality.
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